
My Father’s House 
 

The Temple that Jesus saw in Jerusalem was the third building to have been put up over the centuries.  
 

King Solomon commissioned a splendid place for the worship of God. In a 
ceremony of great solemnity, the Ark of the Covenant was enshrined in 
the Holy of Holies. The Ark contained the Tablets of the Law and 
represented the presence of God.  
 

We are told that as the ceremony ended (see First Book 
of the Kings, Chapter 8) the Temple was filled with 

cloud and the glory of the Lord. It was a sign that God had come to live among his 
people.  
 

The story also tells us that everyone had to leave; they could not carry on so 
overwhelming was the presence of God. 

 

Tragically, that Temple was destroyed at the beginning of the Exile 
to Babylon. In the eyes of the prophets it was a judgement on the 
peoples’ breaking faith with God. The Ark disappeared, never to be 
seen again. 
 

Returning to the Promised Land from Exile, the people built a 
Second Temple. This was an emotional affair. They had been ruined 
as a nation and so with few resources they began the work. The Law 
was reaffirmed, and the people vowed to keep the Covenant. 
 

There was no Ark to signify the presence of God now, but the daily 
offering of sacrifices of their renewed worship showed they were still his 
people. The Holy of Holies was specially entered on the Day of Atonement 
and a great curtain hid the sacred interior from view. In the mind’s-eye of 
the faithful this hallowed, empty place still represented the House of God. 
 

Shortly before the birth of Jesus, Herod the Great embarked upon a 
magnificent rebuild of the Second Temple. The nature of the Temple did 
not change – it was still unlike the First Temple, the one built by Solomon 
– there was no Ark. But the fine stonework and detailed finish impressed 
the eyes of many. 
 

It was into this rebuilt Second Temple that, according to Saint John, Jesus 
marked the beginning of his mission in Jerusalem. John’s account is different to the other Gospel 
writers; they all place this event towards the end of Jesus’s ministry.  

 

Which version is right? We miss the point if we started trying to 
sort this out or produce a reconciled calendar of events. Saint 
John tells us it in his way because he has important points to 
make. 
 

In describing the ‘first’ arrival of Jesus in the Temple, his 
Father’s House, John tells us that he began by cleaning it up; 
driving out any corruption.  
 

There is an echo here of that story in the First Book of the 
Kings. God has returned to his Temple and those engaged in the ‘trade’ of worship are forced to leave. 
The authorities asked for a sign to justify what Jesus has done. In a way, they missed the point.  
 

The driving out was in itself a sign; it signified the presence of God. 
 



What has this complicated story got to do with me? 
 

I am supposed to be a Temple of the Holy Spirit, a place where God 
lives.  
 
 
 

What needs to be driven out of my life?  
 

There may be something about the way I behave or speak that keeps 
God out. Here in Lent, I ask the Lord to cleanse and renew me; to 
come and live in my heart. Just as John relates, this must be my 

starting point if everything else is to fall into place. 
 
 

We are told Jesus cleansed the Temple at Passover time. John mentions it twice as if to make sure that 
we have got his point. 
 

The Passover marked the beginning of the rescue of God’s people and the establishment of the 
Covenant on Mount Sinai. It resulted in the settlement in the Promised Land of the free children of Israel. 
 

John tells us Jesus began his mission of saving the people by starting at the 
root of problem. The contract with God was blurred by selfishness and 
greed. The covenant relationship and divine exchange with the Saviour of 
Israel was being undermined by human bargaining and commerce.  
 

Again, I pause and think about where I fit into this picture. 
 

I make all kinds of deals with myself and others; I even try to make deals 
with God. Lent is given to me to recognise that I depend on God’s mercy.  
I cannot bargain for his forgiveness in exchange for my repentance. God’s 
mercy is his gift. His new covenant of love is to be written in my willing 
heart. 
 

Jesus switched the discussion to talk about the destruction of the Temple 
which is himself.  
 

They failed to understand that this concerned what would happen at the end of his ministry, his Death 
and Resurrection. It is no accident that we later hear of this conversation being turned into an accusation 
at the trial of Jesus. 
 

It is in his Death and Resurrection that the Temple is destroyed 
and rebuilt one last time. The new, third Temple has been 
rebuilt in such a way that it can never be destroyed again. It will 
always be the home of true worship. This Sunday’s Gospel 
tells us that for Jesus the real Temple is his Body.  
 

Again, back to me. I am part of that Body. He made me the 
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit in my Baptism and I receive his 
Body in Holy Communion to ensure that I become what I eat. 
As part of the Body I join in the perfect worship of the Father by 
the perfect human.  

 

In Lent, I ask for renewal of my spiritual life so I may be united in my prayer with Jesus to his Father. 

 

You are God’s 
Temple 

1 Corinthians 3:16 


